
July 4, 1946 at Wenonah Lake 

Ask someone what their favorite day of the 
year is in Wenonah. Chances are the answer 
will be “July 4th.” It’s a day of fun, memories, 
and spending time with family and friends, 
some who return to Wenonah just for the 
special day.  

This year marks the 150th year since 
Wenonah’s very first July 4th celebration in 
1872! 

Times have changed from when the day’s 
celebration lasted more than 18 hours and 
included reading of the Declaration of 
Independence or events such as greased pig 
races and square dancing on Mantua Ave. 

Our story revisits celebrations over the years 
by sharing programs, photos and memorabilia 
from the Wenonah Historical Society archives.  

 

 

  

The Wenonah Historical Society  
is pleased to participate in StoryWalk® and to present 

“July 4th in Wenonah” 
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Wenonah’s first Independence Day celebration was on 
July 4, 1872 … 150 years ago when there were only 10 
houses in town. 

The event was hosted by the recently-opened 
Wenonah House on S. Clinton Ave., directly across the 
street from the 
park. An 18-gun 
salute started the 
day and activities 
continued for 18 ½ 
hours, ending with 
taps at 11:30 PM. 

Consistent with the 
meaning of the day, 
the Declaration of 
Independence was 
read in the morning. Activities included croquet, 
bowling, quoits (ring toss), balloon ascensions and 
more than an hour of fireworks!  

  

July 4, 1872 – Wenonah’s First Independence Day Celebration 

Wenonah House 
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This leather award 
was given to last 
place finishers on 
July 4, 1890. 

 

 

  

July 4th Competitions in the 1890s 

July 4, 1899 included an interesting competion amongst its activities. 
Men from the east side of town competed against men from the west 
side of town in a baseball game. The east side team had to dress as girls 
and was known as the “Silk-Stocking Team.” The west side team had to 
play left handed and was known as the “Browntowners Team.” 
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This medal was given to 
the winner of the slow-
bicycle race on July 4, 1897. 

 
 

 

July 4, 1897 – 25 Years after Wenonah’s 1st Celebration 
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Fun Facts:  Did You Know? July 4, 1922 – 50 Years after Wenonah’s 1st Celebration 
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July 4, 1947 – 75 Years after Wenonah’s 1st Celebration 
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July 4, 1956 – Wenonah Lions Club Sponsors Its 1st Celebration 
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July 4, 1970 – Wenonah Celebrates Its 100th Birthday 
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July 4, 1970 – Wenonah Celebrates Its 100th Birthday 
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July 4, 1972 – 100 Years after Wenonah’s 1st Celebration 
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July 4, 1976 – Celebrating the U.S. Bicentennial 
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July 4, 1997 – 125 Years after Wenonah’s 1st Celebration 
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Photos courtesy of Bruce Neumann 

  

  

 

 

   

July 4th Parade Music 2014-2021 
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July 4, 2022 – 150 Years after Wenonah’s 1st Celebration 
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Photos courtesy of Bruce Neumann 

The Wenonah Historical Society hopes you enjoyed reading about July 4th – the best day of the year in Wenonah. 
We’ll conclude with a few more photos, and memories … 

 

The End 


